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the Government, Parliament and the army on the other. What
emphasized this declaration of his views was the fact that if he
had chosen to stand he would have been elected.
NARUTOWICZ ELECTED PRESIDENT
The presidential election took place on December 9 in the
National Assembly, composed of the Seym and the Senate sitting
together. Five names were submitted: Zamoyski, then Polish
Minister at Paris and the candidate of the Right; Wojciechowski;
Professor Baudouin de Courtenay, of Warsaw University; Naru-
towicz; and Daszynski, the four last named being put forward by
parties of the Left. On the first ballot Zamoyski received 222
votes; Wojciechowski, 105; Courtenay, 103; Narutowicz, 62; and
Daszynski, 49. Five ballots were taken; Wojciechowski, Cour-
tenay and Daszynski were eliminated; and Narutowicz was
elected President by 289 votes to 227 votes for Zamoyski. It was
a heavy defeat for the Right, which was infuriated because the
result had been brought about by the votes of the National
Minorities. On December n Narutowicz took the oath of fidelity
to the Constitution, and made a speech in which he rendered
homage to his "illustrious predecessor Marshal Pilsudski"; he
declared that he would "follow faithfully Pilsudski's policy of
peace, justice and impartiality towards all Polish citizens without
distinction of origin or opinion."
Great excitement reigned in Warsaw; there were violent inci-
dents in the streets; the Right absented itself en Ike from the
ceremony of the oath-taking by the President; one of the Ministers
resigned; the chief of the police was dismissed. Next day the work-
ing classes of Warsaw organized a twelve hours' strike as a protest
against the excesses of the partisans of the Right. A treacherous
calm followed. On December 14 Narutowicz went to the Bel-
vedere where Pilsudski, surrounded by the Prime Minister, the
Marshals of Seym and Senate, the members of the Cabinet and
other dignitaries, awaited his coming, and thereafter participated
in the transmission of his powers to the new Head of the State.
Early in the afternoon the Marshal left the Belvedere, which had
been his residence while Chief of the State. Immediately after his